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DETAILED ACTION 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this 
application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the 
finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 8 May 
2006 has been entered. 

Take notice that the Examiner examining this application has 
changed to Examiner As f and M. Sheikh. The group art unit has 
not changed and is still AU 3627. 

In response to the Remarks /Arguments made on 8 May 2006, claims 
1-6, 8, 10, and 17-22 are pending in the application. With 
amendments being made to claims 1, 3, 5, 6, and 17. 

The Examiner establishes new grounds of rejection for claims 1- 
6, 8, 10, and 17-22. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 
U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly 
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant 
regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 8 rejected under 3 5 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

4. The term ''fee reconciling information" in claim 8 is a 
relative term which renders the claim indefinite. The term "fee 
reconciling information" is not defined by the claim, the 
specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the 
requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not 
be reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention. The 
Examiner will interpret "fee reconciling information" to be 
reconciling fees associated with the account. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 3 5 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 



(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122 (b) , by another filed in the United States before the 
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invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language . 

6. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Acebo et al , United States Patent 6,023,679 
(hereinafter Acebo) . 

As per claim 1, Examiner notes claim 1 is substantially 
similar to claim 3, and follows the same rejection. In addition 
the Examiner note Acebo disclose providing an enhanced 
descriptive billing statement, wherein said enhanced descriptive 
billing statement (i) recited said cost related to said travel- 
related transaction (ii) separately recites said fee (iii) 
recited indicia indicting that said fee and said cost are 
related to each other (col. 9 lines 66-67 and col. 10, lines 1- 
67; Examiner interprets "base fare" and "equivalent amount" 
would be an the cost and fee, respectively) . 

As per claim 2, Acebo discloses wherein said travel 
reservation system is a Computer Reservation System (col. 2, 
lines 51-55) . 
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As per claim 3 and 17, Acebo discloses receiving a 
Passenger Name Record from a travel reservation system wherein 
said Passenger Name Record includes information that facilitates 
charging a fee associated with said travel-related information 

(col. 9, lines 29-38 and lines 66-67 and col. 10, lines 1-67; 
Examiner interprets that the PNR is related to the IMR (which is 
a parsed PNR) and would contain fee associated with said travel- 
related information); obtaining a user profile (col. 9, lines 1- 
10 and lines 2 9-38) ; and charging an account for a cost of said 
travel-related transaction (col. 9, lines 29-38 and lines 66-67 
and col. 10, lines 1-67); determining said fee based upon said 
Passenger Name Record and said user profile (col. 9, lines 29-38 
and lines 66-67 and col. 10, lines 1-67), wherein said fee 
represents an extra charge related to said travel related 
transaction in addition to said cost (col. 9, lines 66-67 and 
col. 10, lines 1-67; Examiner interprets "base fare" and 

"equivalent amount" would be an the cost and fee, respectively) ; 
charging said fee to said account, wherein said receiving 
establishing, determining, and charging steps are preformed by 
at least one computer (col. 9, lines 29-38 and lines 66-67 and 
col . 10, lines 1-67) , 
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As per claim 4, Acebo discloses wherein said fee is charged 
to an account associated with said user profile (col. 9, lines 
1-10 and 29-38 and lines 66-67 and col, 10, lines 1-67) , 

As per claim 5, Acebo discloses further comprising the step 
of providing a portion of said Passenger Name Record to a 
management information system for providing periodic enhanced 
descriptive billing statements (col, 12, lines 4-9 and col, 13, 
lines 6-15; col, 14, lines 19-33; FIG. 16; "Branch_STP_CD" would 
show indicate location and further the Examiner interprets "CRS 
is connected to braches A, B, C, D" would show that anyone could 
access the record any agent (including main office (e.g. 
management)) to view descriptive billing statements). 

As per claim 6, Acebo discloses further comprising the step 
of formatting said Passenger Name Record in a Passenger Name 
Record format (col. 9, lines 66-67 and col. 10, lines 1-67). 

As per claim 8, Acebo discloses further comprising the step 
of providing said account with fee reconciling information (col, 
11, lines 53-62 and col. 12, lines 4-9 and lines 27-43; Examiner 
interprets "any detailed information will be located in a 
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corresponding detail table, subclass table..." would be 
reconciling all data which would be displayed to a user) . 

As per claim 10 and 22, Acebo discloses a digital storage 
medium having instructions stored thereon configured to execute 
the method of claim 1 (col. 11, lines 23-35) . 

As per claim 18, Acebo discloses further comprising the 
step of facilitating the enhancement of a billing statement with 
fee reconciliation information (col. 11, lines 53-62; col. 12, 
lines 4-9 and lines 27-43; and col. 13, lines 6-15; col. 14, 
lines 19-33; FIG. 16) . 

As per claim 19, Acebo discloses further comprising the 
step of providing a credit entity with fee reconciliation 
information (col. 11, lines 53-62; col. 12, lines 4-9 and lines 
27-43; and col. 13, lines 6-15; col. 14, lines 19-33; FIG. 16). 

As per claim 21, Acebo discloses further comprising the 
steps of providing data to a management information system for 
providing said facilitating entity with periodic reports; and 
providing at least some of said Passenger Name Record to said 
management information system (col. 11, lines 53-62; col. 12, 
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lines 4-9 and lines 27-43; and col. 13, lines 6-15; col. 14, 
lines 19-33; FIG. 16) . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

{a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claim 20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Acebo et al. United States Patent 6,023,679 
(hereinafter Acebo) . 

As per claim 20, Acebo fails to explicitly disclose further 
comprising the step of charging said fee to a different account 
than the account used to charge for the cost of said travel - 
related purchase. 

However the Examiner takes official notice that it is old 
and well knows in the art to charge different items to different 
accounts , 
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It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the teachings of Acebo to 
include further comprising the step of charging said fee to a 
different account than the account used to charge for the cost 
of said travel-related purchase as taught by the Official 
Notice. The motivation to combine would provide the user with 
additional flexibility with purchasing. 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-6, 8, 10, 
and 17-22 have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground (s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Asfand M. 
Sheikh whose telephone number is (571) 272-1466. The examiner 
can normally be reached on M-F 8a-4:30p. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Alexander G. Kalinowski 
can be reached on (571) 272-6771. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(571) 273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at (866) 217-9197 (toll-free) . If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, 
call (800) 786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or (571) 272-1000. 



Asfand M Sheikh 

Examiner 

Art Unit 3627 



ams 




